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The present invention relates to gum mas- 
sagers, and is particularly conCerned with an 
improved form of gum massager, the sort parts of 
which may be replaced, renewed, or sterilized, 
being readily removable from the hand]e. 
One of the objects of the invention is the pro- 
vision of an improved gum massaging device 
which is adapted to absorb and spread medica- 
ments of a liquid type af the same rime the gums 
are being massaged. 
Another object is the provision of an improved 
gum massager having a permanent hand]e and 
a remova.ble and renewable block of sponge tub- 
ber which is firmly yet removably mounted on the 
handle. 
Another object of the invention is the provision 
of an improved gum massager, the handle of 
which may also be provided with a rubber pointed 
member for use in massaging the gums at points 
between the teeth, that is, for interproximal 
spaces. 
Another object of the invention is the provi- 
sion of an improved handle construction which is 
adapted fo interlock with a block of sponge tub- 
ber and an improved form of rubber point which 
can easily be assembled with the metal handle, 
and which wfll hot become detached when pres- 
sure is pplied to either of these members. 
.Other objects and advantages of the invention 
will be apparent from the following description 
and the accompanying drawings, in which sLmi- 
far characters of reference indicate similar parts 
throughout the several views. 
leferring fo the single sheet of drawings, 
Fig. 1 is a front elevational view of a gum 
massager embodying the invention; 
Fig. 2 is a side elevational view, with the sponge 
rubber block in section to show ifs mode of 
attachment taken substantially along the line 
2--2 of Figure 1, and; 
Fig. 3 is  front elevational view oï the metal 
handle alone; 
Fig. 4 is an enlarged seetional view, taken on 
the plane of the line 4--4 of Fig. 1, looking in 
the direction of the arrows. 
eferring to Figs. 1 and 2, the present gum 
massager [0 preïerably includes a handle [[, a 
rubber pointed member 12, and a sponge rubber 
block [3. The handle ! ! may be of any suitble 
rigid material, such as fiber or plastic, provided 
it is inert to chemical action. If is preïerably 
marie oï metal, such as stainless steel, so that 
it can be kept in a clean and shining condition 
and sterilized without damage. 
The handle ! [ may consist of a strip of stain- 
less steel of substantially unfform width, except 
that it is preïerbly narrowed or curved inwardly 
at [4 near the sponge r.ubber. The handle [ [ is 
shown alone in Fig. 3. At its upper end if is 
provided with an elongated rectangular aperture 

2 
15 located below a pair of tapered prongs 16 
and 17. 
The tapered prongs 16 and 17 have rounded 
points 19, 16, respectively; and prong ! 7 may 
5 be formed out of the body of the hand]e, uti- 
lizing the material which is bent up out of the 
aperture I . The aperture 16, however, is wider 
and longer than the prongs and is adpted fo 
receive a portion 29 of the sponge rubber block 
10 I$, which is pressed into thè aperture 15 and 
held there by prongs 16 and 17. 
Af ifs upper end the handle I I (Fig. 2) is pro- 
vided with an easy hairpin bend 21 at the ,base 
of the prong 16, which tapers gradualiy on both 
]5 of its sides 22 fo a relatively blunt point. Both 
prongs 16 and 17 form, with the remainder of 
the body of the handle I I, a wedging groove, 
a_s indicated at 25 and 24 in Fig. 2, between 
which parts of the sponge rubber block are 
20 wedged. 
The handle I is preferably ,bent backward 
with a rather large curve at the narrow neck 
14, this outer rear cvved surface being indi- 
cated at 26 (Fig. 2). 
25 The sponge rubber block 13 consists of a block 
of porous compressible lire resflient rubber, which 
is preferably wider than the body of the handle 
and longer than the space between the bases of 
the prongs 16 and 17; that is, the sponge rubber 
30 block 13 bas to be compressed hot only fo get 
it between the ends of the prongs, but it is stfll 
under endwise compression when it is seated on 
the prongs 16 and 17, as shown in Fig. 2. 
The sponge rubber block is preferably punched 
35 with small apertures extending in from each end 
for reception of the prongs 16 and 17; and the 
apertures are centrally located so that when the 
prongs are seated in them the back of the rubber 
block has a portion 20 pressed into the aper- 
40 ture 16. 
All of these features of construction combine 
to interlock the sponge rubber block firmly with 
the parts of the handle so that it will hot become 
detached when subjected to pressure and'recip- 
45 rocating motion along its axis or transversely to 
ifs axis. -. 
At its lower end (Fig. 3) handle   is provided 
with a round aperture 26, the edge of which is 
concentric with the rounded end 27 of the ban- 
50 dle. This aperture is adapted to receive the 
pointed rubber member 2, which bas a head 26, 
a groove 29, and a laterally proecting enlarge- 
ment 9 on the other side of the groove. From 
the enlargement 36 the pointed rubber member 
55 12 tapers concavely af 31 fo a sharp resilient 
point af 32. 
The head 26 is small enough so that it may 
be compressed and pushed through the aperture 
26 so that the rira of metal surrounding aper- 
60 ture 26 may be firmly seated in the groove 29. 
Thus the handle is gripped between the enlarge- 
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ments 0 and 28; and the groove 29 ma be ruade 
actually smaller than the thickness of the handle 
so that the ibber pointed member |. will ac- 
tually grip the handle. 
The pointed member |2 may be used for the 
interproximaI spaces, while the sponge rubber 
block |3 may be used for massaging the gums 
on the inside and the outside. The sponge rubber 
is so sort that there is no likelihood of damaging 
the gums; and all oî the moral parts are entirely 
covered with sponge rubber where they might 
corne in contact with the gums. 
The soft rubber point and sponge rubber block 
may be renewed or replaced; and the entire 
sembly may be subjected to sterilizing heat dth- 
out damage. 
It wilI thus be observed that I have invented 
an improved gum massager which is simple in 
constiction, and which may be used on ail parts 
of the gums. The rubber parts of the masager 
may wear out, but new part may be substituted; 
and the absorbent nature of the sponge rubber 
block makes it possible to spread liquid medica 
ments on the gum with the massager. 
While I have illustrated a preferred embodi- 
ment of my invention, many modifications may 
be made without departing from the spirit of 
the invention, and ! do not wish to be limited 
to the precise details of construction set forth, 
but desire fo avail myself of ail changes within 
the scope of the appended claims. 
Having thns described my invention, what I 
claire as new and desire to secure by Leters 
Patent of the United States, is: 
I. A gum massager comprising a rigid handle 
of sheet material, one end of whicli serres as 
a grip, the other extreme end having a pair of 
prongs, one of which is punched out of the body 
of said sheet material, and the other of which 
is backwardly bent at the end of said handle, 
the said prongs pointing toward each other, but 
being spaced from each othei', and a block of 
porous rubber of suflicient size fo receive said 
prongs, and providing a pad for massage of the 
gums, said block having a pair of longitudinally 
extending apertures in ifs ends for receiving said 
prongs, and said block being under compression 
af ter insertion of the prongs in said apertures, 
fo provide a firm mounting of the block on said 
handle. 
2. A gum massa2"er compïising a rigid hand!e 
of sheet material, one end of which serres as a 
grip, the other extreme end having a pair of 
prongs, one of whicl is punched out of the body 
of said sheet material, and the other of which is 
backwardly bent ai the end of said handle, the 
said prongs pointing toward each other, but be- 
ing spaced from each other, and a b!ock of porous 
r-ubber of sufificient size fo receive said prong, 
and providing a pad for massage of the gums, 
said block having a pair of longitudinally extend- 
ing apertures in ifs ends for receiving said prongs, 
and said block being under compression after in- 
sertion of the prongs in said apert-ures, fo provide 
a firm mounting of the block on said handle, the 
said prongs being tapered backwardly from their 
ends so that they wedge into said apertures to 
hold the block more firmly. 
3. A gum massager comprising a rigid handle 
of sheet material, one end of which serres as 
a grip, the other extreme end having a pair of 
prongs, one of whfch is punched out of the body 
of said sheet material, and the other of which 
is backwardly bent ai the end of said handle, 
the said prongs pointing toward each other, but 
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being spaced from each other, and a block of 
porous r-ubber of suflïcient size to receive said 
prongs, and providing a pad for massage of the 
gums, said block having a pair of longitudinally 
 3 extending apertures in ifs ends for receiving said 
prongs, and said block being under compression 
after insertion of the prongs in said apertures, 
to provide a firm mounting of the block on said 
handle, the said handle being provided with an 
i0 elongated aperture substantially narrower than 
and shorter than said block, fo provide a seat 
against which the block is 'held, the porous tub- 
ber being forced into said aperture and engaged 
by the edges of the handle surrounding said aper- 
]  ture, to hold- the block more firmly. 
4. A gum massager comprising a rigid handle 
of sheet materiaI, one end of which serres as a 
grip, the other extreme  end having a pair of 
prongs, one of which is punched out of the body 
fio of said sheet material, and the other of which is 
backwardly bent at the end of said handle, the 
said progs pointing toward each other, but 
ing spaced Ïrom each other, and a block of porous 
r-ubber of sufficient size fo receive said prongs, 
:,5 and providng a pad for massage of the gums, 
said block having a pair of longitudinally 
tending apertures in its ends for receiving said 
prongs, and sad block being under compression 
after insertion of the prongs in said apertures, 
30 fo provide a firm mounting of the block on said 
handle, the said hand/e being provided with an 
elongated: aperture substantially narrower than 
and shorter than said block, te provide a seat 
agains which the block is held, the porons rub- 
5 ber being forced into said aperture and engaged 
by the edges of the handle surrounding said 
aperture, fo ho!d the block more flrmly, and 
the said prongs being tapered backwardly frmn 
their ends so that they wedge into said aper- 
40 tures to hold the block more firmly. 
5. A gum massager comprising a rigid handle 
oî sheet material., one' end o which serres as 
a grip, the other extreme end having a pair of 
prongs, one of which is punched out of the body 
45 of said sheet material, and the other of which is 
backwardly bent ai the end of said handle, the 
said prongs pointing toward each other, but be- 
ing spaced from each other, and a block of porous 
rubber of suflicient size fo receive said prongs, 
50 and providing a pad for massage of the gurns, 
said block having a pair of longitudi.nally ex- 
tending apert-ures in ifs ends for receiving said 
prongs, and said block being, under compression 
after insertion of the prongs in said apertures, 
55 to provide a firm mounting of the b!ock on said 
handle, the said prongs being tapered, backwardly 
from their ends so that they wedge into. said 
aperttu'es fo hold the block more firmly, the said 
prongs presenting a tapered space between the 
60 prong and the body, into whïch the adjacent 
portions of the block are wedged. 
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